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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment received on Nov. 3 , 2004 
.Claims 1 - 4 are pending examination. 

2. Claim Rejections -35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 , line 14 recites the limitation "the data intact". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

3. Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

Claims 1 - 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Morse et al. 5,802,296 
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As to claim 1, Morse teaches an information processing apparatus which is 
connected to a server along with other information processing apparatuses through 
a network and which is supplied with a shared virtual space wherein avatars 
representing users remain active (see col. 2 line 15 - col. 3, line 67), said 
information processing apparatus comprising: 

a registering unit configured for registering any of said avatars as an object to 
be filtered out; (see col. 2 lines 64 - col. 3 line 5 Morse teaches choosing certain 
avatars to be exited). 

a receiving unit configured to receive data corresponding to said shared 
virtual space from said server ( see col.7 lines 22-31 , Morse discloses an a 
request by a supervisory avatar a request to delete or force log out of another 
avatar, where the received request is the received data). 

a determining unit configured to determine whether said received data 
includes data representative of any avatar as an object to be filtered out (see col. 7 
line 22 - 31 , the received request identifies an avatar to be logged out). 

a filtering unit configured to delete the data to be filtered out from said data ; 
(see col. 7 lines 22-31 , Morse teaches deleting or forcing a log off of other avatar 
users where the deletion of the avatar corresponds to deleting of "data"), and 

a processing unit configured to process said shared virtual space based on 
the data left intact following the filtering by said filtering unit (see col. 2 lines 64 - 
col. 3 line 13 Morse teaches the processing means by deleting an avatar ). 
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As to claim 2, Morse teaches an information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1 , further comprising requesting means for requesting any of said other 
information processing apparatuses to register the avatar representing the 
requesting user as an object to be filtered out; (see col. 2 lines 64 - col. 3 line 7). 

wherein said registering means, in response to the request from the other 
information processing apparatus, registers the avatar representing the requesting 
user as an object to be filtered out. (see col. 2 lines 64 - col. 3 line 13 More teaches 
certain avatar user to leave to a different locale or to exit ). 

As to claim 3, Morse teaches an information processing method for use with 
an information processing apparatus which is connected to a server along with other 
information processing apparatuses through a network and which is supplied with a 
shared virtual space wherein avatars representing users remain active, said 
information processing method comprising the steps of: 

registering any of said avatars as an object to be filtered out; (see col. 2 
lines 64 - col. 3 line 5 Morse teaches choosing certain avatars to be exited ). 

filtering out data on the avatar registered in said registering step, said data 
having been transmitted from said server; and (see col. 2 lines 66 - col. 3 line 2 
Morse teaches a log off of other avatar users). 

processing said shared virtual space based on the data left intact following 
the filtering in said filtering step, (see col. 2 lines 64 - col. 3 lines 13 Morse teaches 
the processing means by deleting an avatar ). 
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As to claim 4, Morse teaches a storage medium which stores a computer- 
readable program for use by an information processing apparatus which is 
connected to a server along with other information processing apparatuses through 
a network and which is supplied with a shared virtual space wherein avatars 
representing users remain active, the program comprising the steps of: 

registering any of said avatars as an object to be filtered out; (see col. 2 lines 
64 - col. 3 line 5 Morse teaches choosing certain avatars to be exited ). 

filtering out data on the avatar registered in said registering step, said data 
having been transmitted from said server; and (see col. 2 lines 66 - col. 3 line 2 
Morse teaches a log off of other avatar users). 

processing said shared virtual space based on the data left intact following the 
filtering in said filtering step, (see col. 2 lines 64 - col.3 Iines13 , Morse teaches the 
processing means by deleting an avatar). 

3. Applicant's arguments filed have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In the remarks, applicants argues in substance that; A) Morse does not 
disclose a registering unit configured to register any one of the avatars as an object 
to be filtered out B) Morse does not disclose determining if any information is filtered 
based on information stored in a registering unit. 

In response to A) Morse teaches a computer system including computers 
interconnected by a network creates a virtual world in which computer users can 
interact with each other. A user may be given supervisory powers to have 
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additional control over images on the displays. For example, a user having 
supervisory powers can summon other users, restrict other users representations 1 
ability to speak or move, create, delete or modify virtual objects in the virtual world 
(see abstract). Morse teaches a server computer includes a data structure for each 
object in the virtual world. The data structure for an avatar includes data bits that 
define the avatar's powers. The system provides 3 levels of supervisory powers 
(see col. 3 lines 14 any-18). There is no limitation in the claim on the content of the 
registration information for avatars and therefore the avatars and the associated 
supervisory powers meet the scope of the claimed limitation "a registering unit to 
register avatars". 

In response to B), applicant is arguing Morse does not disclose determining if 
any information is filtered based on information stored in a registering unit. This 
limitation "filtered based on information stored in a registering unit" is not found in the 
claims. Claimed subject matter not the specification is the measure of the invention.. 
Disclosure contained in the specification cannot be read into the claims for the 
purpose of avoiding prior art. In re Sporck, 55 CCPA 743, 386 F .2d 924, 155 USPQ 
687 (1986); In re Self, 213 USPQ 1, 5 (CCPA 1982); In re Priest, 199 USPQ 11,15 
(CCPA 1978). 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented 
in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from 
the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sargon N Nano whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 272-4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sargon Nano 
Feb. 1,2005 
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